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ETRUSCAN ORIGIN

The theory of possible Erruscan origin of gladiaronial ga-
mes dawes back to the old dare, and it is based on one sour-
ce, Atemaas, who says, citing another source to him earlier,
the hiswran MNcholas of Damasous (hrst cenmry), thay
"... the Romans had learned the an of gladiatorial games
from the Etruscans ..., This hypothesis stems from the
tact that the bt evidence of the games in Rome, comes
from the lourth century B.C. and is happened in the fo-
ririe Boaarim, ina Republican Urtes strongly influenced by
the Erruscan culture. Furthermore, it scems that the word
Lamsssr el £ with whom they identified the owner of a gla-
diatorial femnilie, basical-
ly a group of Hl.ui!i.unh.
should come brom an
Firwscan word meaning
“exccutioner ©, while for
other it is derived from
a tramslormation of "l
mises .~ butcher . Another
clue in favor of Etruscan
origin, can be found in
the hgure of Charon, or
that type of some arema
attendants who had the
task of emding up dying

Fig | Chowe sna o froe Vb liah Hl-ll.i!l-.ﬂlﬂ"- with a lammer,

Avnscw. The Deipnoapbiun, [V, 153
ludor ol Seville, Chrprmes, 10, 1
.I' l-]nl.h .‘jﬂ.l'fl' -r.rllil.drl'rl.d Ib.1|': g

15



Fag- 13 A dewarims imoad by Maok Antesy for o battle of Az

Somchow Rome also had vo sulfer, and not a litde, its new
passion or gladiarorial games. The establishment of scho-
ols where train real hghrers use swords, sweprt throughoun
the territory of the Roman Republic. Just in one of the-
s¢ gyms, of ledus, located in Capua with lanista Levoeles
Baniarus, vook off the revole thar led o the name of the
Third Servile War (73-71 BQ). For two years, thousands
of daves lollowed a large group of escaped gladiarors from
Capua and followers of the man who led the revole: the
tamous Spartacss. Well trained, and if we wam o, under-
valued by the Senate, succeeded in defeating the Roman
armics on several oocasions sent from Rome to stop them,
tarnishing the value of the variow consuls. Fnally, while
trying to sail to leave lraly, Spartaces was surprised by the
legions of Marae Lidnies Crasus, which with Carsar and
Pompey lormed shontly after the First Tnumvirate. Spara-
cus fell in battle, although some legends say thar his body
was never identifed with cerainty and that he survived
the battle, ended up on the cross, along with thousands of
slaves posted along the Appian Way from Rome w Capua,
an ctemal waming against any hurther rebelliore and the
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Fg. 210 A sewwachu inade v Calpoumm by G Napi-Laomza 1911

The story goes that those sentenced to death greeted the
Emperor Clandise with the woreds “Ase Caesare, morituri te
safwtant’” which, translaved into Engli-r-h means, “Hal Co-
exar, thowe who are about w die sefute you™ . The swry conti-
nucs on that :hr Emperor amswered, " awt mow..." 0e "

maybe moi...". With these words the Aghters had hnpn]
to read :h-: intention of the Emperor on whether he was
going to pardon them or not and, having asumed from
his resporse that the pardon was coming, they threw down
their arms full of unfounded hope. The timely intervention
of the army was necessary to restore order and o continue
the mawmachia though it was again temporarily stopped
for a terrible gag played on Clasdise. In any case, "morimn
re stlugamt” remained in the collective imagination as the
grecting of the Aghters, gladiators or mesmacharis wo the
Emperor or to the host of the games. In spite of the mul-
tiple appearances in Hollywood Alms of different budger
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ghout the stadium with his roaring and ferocity. Among
those sentenced dawnatio ad batia was a cernain Androda,
a slave of a noble consular who had Hed trom the cruclty of
his master and lor this he was sentenced to dic by mauling,
When the lion saw him the crowd thought thar surely the
lion would tear him to picces but imiwad he came over
and began to rub his head along the mans legs tied up ar
the pole and lick his hands. Androdes, who had closed his
cyes waiting to dic, opened them and stood in disbeliet and
returned the happy lions alection with his own, his eyes
full of afection. The audience was enraptured with this
scene and began o applaud both the man and the beast.
lhe emperor wanted 1o know the reason or this artitude
and asked Amdrocies who told him that once he had escaped
trom the palace of his master, and after wandering the wild,

he had taken refuge in a cave and heard a strange moa
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af Frmna o that be canmor kil the bear and the bull, nesther
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Ihe bear orush agpaing bim and inflice injury”™

At midnight the JI‘I‘I!'!!'I.JII'H.'J!::I‘ nrn.-nni tor the |1-ul1-lu to al-
low them o choose the best available sears. Emrance was
free, but that didn't mean all the seats stayed that way as
walk- up comvenicnoe coutld mean an cxpersive tic ket for
those who could afford o pay. Even in those days there
were people who were similar to today'’s ticket scalpers.
They occupied the best seats the night belore the show
and then sold them to the highest bidder who paid dearly
for not spending the night in the open, on the cold mar-
blc steps of the jmplu:iu-nrr. In n-!:,.u-l\ to scating in the
stardds, it is 1o be noted thar the peoplc respex ted the strict
sct of scating instructions given by Asgremes. During hs

rule there was an incadent in the Jml'ﬂu'rh:nrr of Puirols

A Asdadlenin, Do rs meme Talalar, i 347



